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{ THIRD EYE }
Barkha Dutt

Failure of political
astuteness in West
Bengal, Manipur

Often, the most obvious
response to the crises such
those in the two states is the
appropriate one. It is resistance
to the obvious that muddies
the waters

he image of West Bengal chief min-

ister (CM) Mamata Banerjee facing

a row of empty white chairs,

dressed up with blue bows, “wait-

ing and waiting and waiting” for

doctors to show up, is an intriguing
one, especially when it was followed by the
embattled CM folding hands and apologising
for the failure to break the impasse with pro-
testing doctors, capping it off with a dramatic
and emotional “ready to resign’ gambit.

Of course, the irony of the moment is lost on
no one. These comments by the Trinamool
Congress chief were live-streamed. And that
was the precise issue over which the talks
broke down before they could start.

The doctors — agitating for a month over
the rape and murder of a young doctor at a
government medical college and a series of
missteps and attempted cover-ups that evi-
dently followed — had made live-streaming
the meeting with the CM a pre-condition. They
have remained adamant on this demand,
arguing that if the Supreme Court can live-
stream the case, there is no reason for the
West Bengal government to be diffident. The
offer of recording the proceedings and releas-
ing them with a Supreme Court go-ahead has
not been accepted by the doctors so far.

In this zero-sum game, one has to see who
blinks first. But one can't help but wonder why
Banerjee simply did not do what she did this

week, right at the beginning of the protests.
The folded hands, the mellow tone, the apol-
ogy for not being able to break the stalemate,
the emphasis on her waiting for over two
hours for doctors — perhaps had this been the
approach in the hours and days after the
crime, there would have been no crisis to han-
dle. For a politician born and shaped by agita-
tions, it is surprising that the CM showed a
remarkable lack of instinct. Even her revela-
tion that the Kolkata police chief had offered
to resign, but it was she who turned it down
because of the impending festival season, was
bewildering. As one young doctor said to me,
“Who is thinking of festivities right now?”
While the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) may
be on the front foot in the state in its criticism
of the CM, similar questions about a perplex-
ing lack ol instinet should be redirected to the
party leadership when it comes to Manipur.
Again, to be clear, I am not at all drawing
any literal comparisons between a state where
more than 200 people have been killed in vio-
lent ethnic clashes since May 2023 and the RG
Kar case in West Bengal. The similarity is con-
fined to how politicians respond in times of
crisis, big and small. And how common sense
seems to betray them when it is most needed.

ONE CAN'T HELP BUT
WONDER WHY BANERJEE
DID NOT DO WHAT SHE
DID THIS WEEK, RIGHT
AT THE BEGINNING OF

THE PROTESTS. THOUGH

SHAPED BY AGITATIONS, SHE
SHOWED A REMARKABLE
LACK OF INSTINCT

1|1 Mampur, the BJP's stubborn refusal to removeN BirenSinghas CM is mexpl:cable Political
party lines have collapsed in Manipur. Of the ten legislators who have asked for the CM to be

prosecuted for his role in the strife, seven are from the BJP

In Manipur, the BJP's stubborn refusal to
remove N Biren Singh as CM is inexplicable.
The situation in the state is so alarming that
many have likened it to a civil war, where
members of the Meitei and Kuki communities
can no longer cross over into geographies
dominated by the other, A former soldier of
the Army was killed this week just because he
accidentally crossed the “buffer zone” that
separates the ethnic groups. Women are
among 11 people killed since the beginning of
this month. Thousands of weapons are in the
hands of civilians in both communities, farm-
ers and students.

Keyboard nationalists who otherwise run
patriotism tests on everyone else and don’t
hesitate to label people as anti-national for the
slightest dissent seem entirely unmoved at the
situation. When former soldier Havaldar Lim-
kholal Mate’s wife said, as she did to me, that
her husband “fought for India, but was killed

REUTERS

like an animal,” where are all the self-ap-
pointed arbiters of nationalism? Political party
lines have collapsed in Manipur. Of the ten
legislators who have asked for the CM to be
prosecuted for his role in the strife, seven are
from the BJP. I can understand political conti-
nuity when the violence is external, for
instance, during insurgencies or wartime. But
this is a state at war with itself. This is a failure
of law and order, yes, but it is, above all, a fail-
ure of politics. Removing Singh also affords a
chance to bring the clashing parties to the dia-
logue table, besides being the obviously cor-
rect thing to do.

From West Bengal to Manipur, often, the
most obvious response is the appropriate one.
It is resistance to the obvious that muddies the
waters — sometimes, beyond repair.

Barkha Dutt is an award-winning journalist and
author. The views expressed are personal



US to consider more funding to
spur India’s clean energy sector

Bloomberg
feedback@livemint.com

The US International Develop-
ment Finance Corp. will con-
sider more deals to accelerate
India’s adoption of clean energy
after making loans to solar
equipment makers.

Recent agreements included
a $500 million loan to a First
Solar Inc. manufacturing facil-
ity in Tamil Nadu, and the len-
der has struck previous pacts
with Tata Power Renewable
Energy Ltd. and Vikram Solar
Ltd. “We see scope for expand-
ing that,” Nisha Biswal, deputy
CEO of the US government
agency, said in an interview.
“One of the key conversations
we are going to have is clean
energy manufacturing,” includ-
ing solar, wind, cooling and the

The lender has offered financing worth almost $4 billion in India,

making the nation its largest single market

electric vehicle value chain, she
said. The lender has offered
financing worth almost $4 bil-
lion in India, making the nation
its largest single market.

India, the world’s third-larg-
est emitter, needs trillions of
dollars in investment in clean
energy generation, grid
uperades and EVs to meet tar-

ISTOCKPHOTO

gets to decarbonize, according
to BloombergNEE Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi has pledged
to hit net zero by 2070, and is
also contending with fast rising
electricity demand in the
world’s most-populous nation.

“No global target is achieva-
ble if India doesn’t achieve its
target,” Biswal said.



Post-glacial ecosystems could help to slow
down climate change, says decade-long study

Vikas Vasudeva
CHANDIGARH

The retreat of glaciers may
be one of the most evident
signs of climate change,
but it will leave behind new
ecosystems that can help
mitigate climate change,
says a global study titled
“The development of ter-
restrial ecosystems emerg-
ing after glacier retreat”.
The study, published in
the multidisciplinary
science journal Nature,
suggests that deglaciation
may accelerate climate
change by reducing sur-
face reflectivity and releas-
ing stored carbon, but the
post-glacial  ecosystems

The study involved collecting more than 1,200 soil samples from
nearly fifty glaciers worldwide. ap

could help slow it down.
The study, led by professor
Gentile Francesco Ficetola
from the University of Mi-
lan and Silvio Marta from
ltaly's Institute of Geos-

ciences and Earth Resourc-
es, is the result of a decade-
long investigation into how
ecosystems develop in gla-
cial retreat areas. Their
findings show how ecosys-

tems develop in these
areas and sugpgest that
proper management could
boost biogeochemical pro-
cesses, aiding in climate
change mitigation.

1,200 samples analysed

The study involved collect-
ing more than 1,200 soil
samples from nearly fifty
glaciers worldwide. Dr. Pri-
tam Chand of Central Un-
iversity, Punjab, along with
Professor Milap Chand
Sharma of Jawaharlal Neh-
ru University, Delhi, contri-
buted to this study by ana-
lysing samples from the
Gangotri and Bara Shigri
glaciers in  the Indian
Himalayas.

Pointing out that imme
diately after glacier retreat
microorganisms such a
bacteria, protists and algas
are the first to colonise the
barren landscape, makin;
minerals available for oth
er species, Mr. Pritan
Chand said that within ;
decade, hardy plants sucl
as lichens, mosses and
grass begin to establish
enriching the soil and pav
ing the way for more com
plex plant life and large
animals. “With prope
management, these area
can develop rapidly, pro
viding temporary habitat
for species threatened b
climate change,” he tol
The Hindu.



SC grants bail, Kejriwal walks free

Bench reinforces conditions from July 12 order granting bail in a related moneyv laundering case; Justice Bhuyan writes
separate agpinion, questioning the timing and necessity of arrest, asking the CBI to dispel the notion of being a caged parrot

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
on Friday ordered
Delhi Chief Minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal to be
released on regular bail in
a case registered by the
Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI) in relation to
the now-scrapped excise
policy.

Justices Surya Kant and
Ujjal Bhuyan concurred to
grant bail to Mr. Kejriwal
but differed on the point of
the legality of his arrest.

Justice Kant barred Mr.
Kejriwal from visiting the
office of the Chief Minister
and the Delhi Secretariat
or signing ofhicial hles un-
less it was required and ne-
cessary for obtaining clea-
rance/approval of the
Lieutenant Governor of
Delhi. These conditions
were adopted from the July
12 order of the apex court
granting the Chief Minister
bail in a connected money

Big win: Arvind Kejriwal being welcomed by Aam Aadrmi Party workers and supparters after coming out
of Tihar jad on bad, on Friday. SHY WUMAR PUSHPAKAR

laundering case investigat-
ed by the Directorate of En-
torcement (ED).

Justice Bhuyan said he
had “serious reservations”
about the two bail condi-
tions but refrained from
delving further into them
as they were part of the Ju-
ly 12 order in a different
case heard by a coordinate
Bench of the apex court.

His restraint would mean
the twe bail conditions
would now be effective.
The verdict was based
on petitions filed by Mr.
Kejriwal, seeking bail and
the quashing of his arrest
by the CBI on June 26. La-
ter in the day, he stepped
out of Tihar jail to a re-
sounding welcome by AAP
leaders and supporters.

While Justice Kant said
the CBI arrest warranted
no interference as it did
not suffer from any "pro-
cedural inhrmity”, Justice
Bhuyan chose to write a
separate opinion guestion-
ing both its timing and ne-
cessity without mincing
words. He questioned the
urgency shown by the CBEI
to arrest Mr. Kejriwal 22

months after the registra-
tion of the First Informa-
tion Report in the case.

Noting that the power of
arrest must be used spar-
ingly and is not a ruse for
harassment, Justice
Bhuyan urged the CBI to be
above board in its actions
like "Caesar’s wife”™ and
give the public the percep-
tion of an “uncaged
parrot”.

“In a functional democ-
racy governed by the rule
of law, perception matters.
Like Caesar's wife, an in-
vestigating agency must be
above board. Not so long
ago, the Supreme Court
had castigated the CBI for
being a caged parrot. It is
imperative that CBI dispel
this notion. Rather, the
perception should be that
of an uncaged parrot,” Jus-
tice Bhuyan wrote.

CONTINUVED ON

» PAGE 8
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» PAGES 2, 8



Being ‘trans’is being human

ast year, at a dosed door tribunal, | met

several very young transpersons from

rural and urban working class

communities, It was heartbreaking to
see teenagers brutalised and evicted by family,
surviving suicide attempts as well as persecution
and violence on the streets. In the stormy debates
on the ‘transgender question’, their voices
remind me of what stakes are real.

This is not about western culture wars, or
debates over sex, gender, or sports. It is about the
rights of every human being to be recognised and
respected as themselves; to never be asked to
deny, disguise, or defend their selfhood in order
to enjoy civil rights and equality.

Universal today but problems in the past
Principles of human rights that are today
established as universal, were once treated as
‘questions’, ‘problems’ and ‘debates’. The slavery
question. The woman question/problem. The
(N-word) question/problem. The suffrage
question. The segregation question. The
untouchability question. The
inter-racial/inter-caste marriage question. The age
of consent question. The homosexual
question/problem. The Jewish question/problem.
‘These are all titles of writings by some of the
best-known historical figures in the world, as well
as letters to editors. Bathroom segregation was
rationalised as necessary to protect white women
from predatory black men on the prowl; police
raids on bathrooms to arrest gay men were
rationalised to keep boys safe. ‘Bathroom bills’ to
keep transwomen from raping women in toilets
are following a tired old seript.

It was a Nazi member of the International
Olympics Committee who proposed a policy that
“ladies taking part in the Games 1940 shall
produce doctors’ certificates stating that they are
women" - ironically, such a policy came into
effect in 1948, after the Nazi defeat (at the London
Games) - “Officials required female Olympians to
submit an affidavit, signed by a doctor, certifying
that they were women.”

What seemed to be legitimate ‘questions’ back
then were in fact designed to deny civil rights.
Today, it is only the far-right that seeks to make
those questions “great again”, and unsurprisingly,
it also derides trans rights. But it is ‘gender
critical’ progressive intellectuals and activists
who do what the openly bigoted far-right cannot:
frame trans rights as a ‘question’ requiring
reasonable debate. This allows trans rights
activists to be accused of being an unreasonable
mob that cancels critics through bullying and
violence. Search the Internet though and one
finds out that movements we celebrate today
faced the same accusations. Having your realness
‘debated’ does make one angry. Black people,
women, lesbians and gays were known to ‘riot’,

e

Kavita Krishnan

a feminist activist
and writer

It is
‘trans-sceptics’
who are
fragmenting the
integral

human self

smash windows, disrupt meetings, vandalise
property, set buildings on fire, spit at the police
and so on.

The gender-critical mantra is that “biological
sex Is real’. The corollary is that transgender
identity is not real. Gender-critical progressives
lobby for laws penalising or prohibiting the
acceptance of trans personhood as real (by
texthooks, toilets, schools, sports, hospitals). And
the far-right works to enact such laws. In 2022:23,
Republican members of the U.S. Congress
introaduced a Bill which, if passed, would prohibit
federally-funded libraries and schools from
keeping any material with information on sexual
orientation, gender identity, or sex education.
Predictably, these laws also penalise and prohibit
the acceptance of homosexuality as real.

Existence is not an abstract debate

Social scientists cannot be agnostic on the
‘question’ of trans ‘existence’ but claim to offer an
objective and dispassionate ‘explanation’ of the
‘emergence’ of transpersons as a symptom of
political philosophy or ideclogy. “Emergence’
implies that being trans is a trend, here today,
gone tomorrow, Existence is not an abstract
debate. Human beings can enjoy their rights only
if their identity is affirmed as ‘real’ in law, not
‘lifestyle’. To say that trans persons are free to
dress as they wish as long as their trans-identity is
denied in law is no different from saying people
are free to be gay in private, but must not ‘flaunt
their lifestyle’ by demanding the legal right to
marry as heterosexuals do.

The openly partisan far-right discourse
declares transpersons and non-binary sexualities
to be synthetic symptoms of ‘gender ideology’
Jjust as gender-critical discourse does. But the
latter pretends not to notice that the former
declares human rights, multiculturalism, the
delegitimisation of hierarchies of caste, race and
gender; abortion, and homosexuality also to be
symptoms of “liberal elite ideology”.

What is the relationship of sexual identity and
gender to mind and body? Is it biologically
self-evident that a woman (to quote author and
leading gender-critical campaigner ).K. Rowling)
is a *human being who belongs to the sex class
that produces large gametes (ova)™?

Simone de Beauvoir's understanding was the
opposite of Rowling's; her iconic work, The
Second Sex, begins by questioning the definition
of ‘woman’ as "a womb, an ovary”. On the next
page, she says the male/female binary is not as
obvious as it seems: “the very meaning of division
of the species into two sexes is not clear”.

Her famous line, “One is not born, but rather
becomes, a woman” is far more radical than a
rejection of the notion that (biological) sex
determines (social) gender. In fact, she does not
see the sexed body as an abstract fixed “reality”

that is interpreted by the ‘mind’ as ‘gender’. Our
consciousness of the body is inseparable from the
way we experience it in our social life: “the body
is not a thing, it is a situation: it is our grasp on
the world and the outline for our projects”. The
body (sex) does not determine the shape of
gendered consciousness; but gendered
consciousness too is not tied to a specific
anatomical form. That is, “a consciousness
without a body is inconceivable™, but “this body
need not possess this or that particular
structure”.

The Second Sex challenged the long-held starus
of the male/female sex binary as “universal truth’,
and in doing so, built on the work of other
philosophers who had challenged the Cartesian
mind/body binary. The so-called ‘culture wars®
must not be dignified as a product ofal.miqmly
bewildering disruption by transgenders of
male/female, mind/body binaries. They are a
garden variety reactionary backlash, seen every
time a hitherto dehumanised and discriminated
people forced the world to acknowledge their
identity as entitled to the same dignity and civil
liberties as those more privileged.

The issue of society’s character
Science fiction can sometimes clarify
contemporary conflicts by placing them in
‘space’, outside the context of our own inherited
prejudices. In an episode in Star Trek: The Next
Generation (*The Measure of a Man') a judicial
trial is held to decide if Data, an android and a
beloved member of the crew, is the property of
Star Fleet and can be dismantled for research
against his will. A devastating demonstration
argues that Data is not human, since a human
being can dismember his limbs and shut down
his body. In response, Captain Picard forces the
court to look at Data as he sees himself: asserting
his “right to choose”, and his “rights and stafus”
as a “person” rather than “property”. What is on
trial is the measure of humanity’s character, not
the measure of Data’s personhood based on an
examination of his parts. As Picard puts it: the
verdict “will reveal the kind of a people we are”,
and “could significantly redefine the boundaries
of personal liberty and freedom, expanding them
for some, savagely curtailing them for others”. It
is our sockety’s character, not the sexual and
gender identity of transpersons, that is under
‘question’. Black badies (especially their private
parts) were once studied with the same air of
scientific detachment as trans and intersex bodies
are today, to assess the extent to which they were
‘real” humans.

1t is trans-sceptics, not transpersons, who are
fragmenting the integral human self.

To “be’ trans or gay is to *be’ human; to study
their parts to determine their ‘realness’ is always
already a dehumanising exercise.



